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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1, 3, 5-8, 10 and 20-37 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



1. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 



conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

3. Claim 36 is directed towards computer executable process steps but is not stored 
on a computer readable medium and therefore constitutes non-statutory subject matter. 



4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claims 1, 3, 5-8, 10 and 20-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



anticipated by Matsunoshita, U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0179412. 
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Regarding claim 1 , Matsunoshita discloses an image processor/image formation system 
(fig. 1, #1) for generating and outputting a combined image/composite image (fig. 4, 
#S134) including a latent image (fig. 4, #S1 14) unperceivable by the human eye and a 
patterned image in the background (fig. 4, #S130) allowing the latent image to appear 
clearly on a recording medium when data recorded on a recording medium is copied 
onto another recording medium, the image processor comprising: digital watermark 
embedding means for embedding digital watermark data in text and/or image data 
combined with the patterned image to produce the combined image flj[0051]). 

Regarding claim 3, Matsunoshita discloses an image processor comprising: inputting 
means/input device (fig. 1, #2) for inputting and reading a combined image including a 
latent image unperceivable by the human eye (fig. 3, #512), a patterned image in the 
background (fig. 3, #518) allowing the latent image to appear clearly on a recording 
medium when data recorded on a recording medium is copied onto another recording 
medium , and text and/or image data embedded with a digital watermark flj[0053]); 
extracting means for extracting the text and/or image data from the combined image 
and extracting the digital watermark from the extracted text and/or image data (fig. 3, 
#510); inputting means for inputting a permission code for copying image data 
composed of a combination of patterned image and the extracted text and/or image 
data onto a recording medium; and copy regulation means for regulating the copying 
based on the extracted digital watermark and the permission code/Condition information 
and Copy inhibition information (fig. 5, fig. 2, #22 & 24, and 1J[0066]). 
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Regarding claims 5-7, Matsunoshita discloses an image processor according to claim 3, 
wherein the copying regulation means regulates/stops the copying of the combined 
image onto a recording medium when the extracted digital watermark indicates that 
copying of the combined image is permitted (1J[0055]-[0057] and fig 8, #S210). 

Regarding claim 8, Matsunoshita discloses a method for image processing for 
generating and outputting a combined image that includes a latent image unperceivable 
by the human eye and a patterned image in the background allowing the latent image to 
appear clearly on a recording medium when data recorded on a recording medium is 
copied onto another recording medium, the method comprising: a step of embedding a 
digital watermark into text and/or image combined with the patterned image (fig. 3, 
#518); wherein combining the digitally watermarked text and/or image data and the 
patterned image produces the combined image (fig. 3, #522 & fig 2, #90). 

Regarding claim 10, Matsunoshita discloses a method for image processing comprising: 
an inputting step (fig. 1, #2) for inputting and reading a combined image including a 
latent image unperceivable by the human eye (fig. 3, #512), a patterned image in the 
background (fig. 3, #518) allowing the latent image to appear clearly on a recording 
medium when data recorded on a recording medium is copied onto another recording 
medium , and text and/or image data embedded with a digital watermark fl|[0053]); 
extracting means for extracting the text and/or image data from the combined image 
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and extracting the digital watermark from the extracted text and/or image data (fig. 3, 
#510); inputting means for inputting a permission code for copying image data 
composed of a combination of patterned image and the extracted text and/or image 
data onto a recording medium; and copy regulation means for regulating the copying 
based on the extracted digital watermark and the permission code/Condition information 
and Copy inhibition information (fig. 5, fig. 2, #22 & 24, and 1J[0066]). 

Regarding claim 20, Matsunoshita discloses an image processor comprising: 

digital watermark embedding means for embedding digital watermark data in text and/or 

image data fll[0050]-[0051]); and 

combining means for combining the text and/or image data in which the digital 
watermark data is embedded by the digital watermark embedding means and patterned 
image data (fig. 3, #522). 

Regarding claim 21, Matsunoshita discloses an image processor according to claim 20, 
wherein the digital watermark embedding means embeds the digital watermark data in 
the text by controlling the character spacing in the text/spatial intervals ffl[0027]). 

Regarding claim 22, Matsunoshita discloses an image processor according to claim 20, 
wherein the digital watermark embedding means embeds the digital watermark data in 
the text by rotating characters in the text fl|[0052]). 
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Regarding claim 23, Matsunoshita discloses an image processor according to claim 20 
further comprising: receiving means for receiving a permission code to permit copying 
combined data combined by the combining means; 

wherein the digital watermark data is data/condition code, regarding the permission 
code to permit copying the combined data received by the receiving means (fig. 8). 

Regarding claim 24, Matsunoshita discloses an image processor comprising: 
inputting means/input device (fig. 1, #2) for reading combined data including text and/or 
image data in which a digital watermark is embedded and patterned image data/pattern 
image storing (fig. 3, #516); 

separating means/image reading part (fig. 3, #10) for separating the combined data 
inputted by the inputting means into the text and/or image data and the patterned image 
data/image composing part (fig. 3, #522); 

extracting means/add information extracting part (fig. 3, #510) for extracting the digital 
watermark from the text and/or image data obtained as a result of the separating means 
separating the combined data ; and 

control means/control part (fig. 3, #32) for controlling output of the text and/or image 
data obtained as a result of the separating means separating the combined data 
according to the digital watermark extracted by the extracting means ([0060]-[0062]). 

Regarding claim 25, Matsunoshita discloses an image processor according to claim 24, 
wherein the control means controls the output of the text and/or image data obtained as 
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a result of the separating means separating the combined data according to permission 
determination information inputted by a user and the digital watermark extracted by the 
extracting means fll[0057]-[0059]). 

Regarding claim 26, Matsunoshita discloses an image processor according to claim 25, 
wherein the digital watermark includes a permission code/copy inhibition information 
detecting part/condition information detecting part (fig. 2, #22, #24) to control the output 
of the text and/or image data obtained as a result of the separating means separating 
the combined data; and wherein the control means controls the output of the text and/or 
image data obtained as a result of the separating means separating the combined data 
according to whether the permission code and the permission determination information 
match each other fl|[0057]). 

Regarding claim 27, Matsunoshita discloses an image processor according to claim 24, 
the control means further comprising: determining means/latent image generating part 
(fig. 3, #512) for determining whether to output the text and/or image data obtained as a 
result of the separating means separating the combined data according to the digital 
watermark extracted by the extracting means; and second control means for controlling 
the output of the combined data including the patterned image data and the text and/or 
image data obtained as a result of the separating means separating the combined data 
in the case the determining means determines to output the text and/or image data 
obtained as a result of the separating means separating the combined data (U[0067]). 
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Regarding claim 28 and 36-37, Matsunoshita discloses an image processing method 
comprising: 

a digital watermark embedding step for embedding digital watermark data in text and/or 
image data (1J[0051]).; and a combining step for combining the text and/or image data in 
which the digital watermark is embedded by the digital watermark embedding step and 
patterned image data (fig. 3, #516-522). 

Regarding claim 29, Matsunoshita discloses an image processing method according to 
claim 28, wherein the digital watermark embedding step embeds the digital watermark 
data in the text by controlling the character spacing in the text/spatial intervals fl|[0027]). 

Regarding claim 30, Matsunoshita discloses an image processing method according to 
claim 28, wherein the digital watermark embedding step embeds the digital watermark 
data in the text, by rotating characters in the text fl|[0052]). 

Regarding claim 31, Matsunoshita discloses an image processing method according to 
claim 28 further comprising: a receiving step for receiving a permission code to permit 
copying combined data combined in the combining step (fig. 3, #514); 
wherein the digital watermark data is data regarding the permission code to permit 
copying the combined data received by the receiving step flj[0112]). 
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Regarding claim 32, Matsunoshita discloses an image processing method comprising: 
an inputting step /input device (fig. 1, #2) for reading combined data including text 
and/or image data in which a digital watermark is embedded and patterned image 
data/pattern image storing (fig. 3, #516); 

a separating step/image reading part (fig. 3, #10) for separating the combined data . 
inputted by the inputting means into the text and/or image data and the patterned image 
data/image composing part (fig. 3, #522); 

an extracting step/add information extracting part (fig. 3, #510) for extracting the digital 
watermark from the text and/or image data obtained as a result of the separating means 
separating the combined data ; and 

a control step/control part (fig. 3, #32) for controlling output of the text and/or image data 
obtained as a result of the separating means separating the combined data according to 
the digital watermark extracted by the extracting means ([0060]-[0062]). 



Regarding claim 33, Matsunoshita discloses an image processing method according to 
claim 32, wherein the control step controls the output of the text and/or image data 
obtained as result of the separating step separating the combined data according to 
permission determination information inputted by a user and the digital watermark 
extracted by the extracting step (U[0057]-[0059]). 
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Regarding claim 34, Matsunoshita discloses an image processing method according to 
claim 33, wherein the digital watermark includes a permission code/condition 
information detecting part (fig.2, #22, #24) to control the output of the text and/or image 
data obtained as a result of the separating step separating the combined data; and 
wherein the control step controls the output of the text and/or image data obtained as a 
result of the separating step separating the combined data according to whether the 
permission code and the permission determination information match each other 
(1110057]). 



Regarding claim 35, Matsunoshita discloses an image processing method according to 
claim 32, wherein the control step further comprises: a determining step/latent image 
generating part (fig. 3, #512) for determining whether to output the text and/or image 
data obtained as a result of the separating means separating the combined data 
according to the digital watermark extracted by the extracting means; a second control 
step for controlling the output of the combined data including the patterned image data 
and the text and/or image data obtained as a result of the separating means separating 
the combined data in the case the determining means determines to output the text 
and/or image data obtained as a result of the separating means separating the 
combined data flj[0067]). 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 



from the examiner should be directed to Aubrey H. Wyszynski whose telephone number 
is (571)272-8155. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, and 
alternate Friday's. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Zand can be reached on 5712723811. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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